
   Saratoga County Soil & Water Conservation District 
50 West High Street, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 05/17/2023 
 

In Attendance:   
District Directors:          District Staff:          
Victoria Garlanda – At Large    Dustin Lewis– District Manager 
Janet Bartow – Grange    Kaitlyn Bemis - Office Manager    

 Mike Smith – Legislator    Scott Monica – Senior Technician 
Jay Matthews – At Large Farmer   Dan Palemire – Field Technician 
Steven Ropitzky –Chairman    Outside Agencies 

Kevin Veitch – Legislator    Scott Fickbohm 
  
Regrets: Jennifer Koval, Kate Girard      
 

Meeting called to order at 3:02 pm by Chairman Ropitzky. 
 

1. Minutes of April 2023 Meeting:  Motion to approve by Matthews, seconded by Veitch, carried 
unanimously. 

2. April 2023 Financial Reports: 
a. Income & Expense Report, Budget vs Actual Report and Vouchers:  
b. Motion to approve made by Veitch, seconded by Bartow, was carried unanimously. 

3. Field Report: (Attachment A) 
4. Cooperating Agency Reports: 

a. NRCS:  No Report   
b. FSA: No Report 
c. RC&D: No Report. 
d. NYSSWCC: Fickbohm reported on the following (Attachment B) 
e. NYACD: Reported via correspondence: updates on preparations for the Fall Annual Meeting.  
f. CCE: No Report. 

5. Old Business: 
a. Water Quality Coordinating Committee: No meeting this month. Lewis will send out the 

zoom link for next month’s meeting.  
b. Grants:  Lewis reported on the following: 

i. Agricultural Environmental Management – Palemire reported on the progress of an IPM 
sprayer grant.  

ii. Septic – Lewis Planning to send out mailer. 
iii. Roadside Assistance Grant – New contract covers the Town of Day. 
iv. Micro Irrigation – No Changes. 

c. T&S 2023: Completed, looking to put 2024 order in at the end of July.  
d. Envirothon 2023: Was held on May 3rd at the Saratoga Fairgrounds.  A total of 5 teams 

participated.  The Schuylerville Duck Snatchers won.  They will be competing at the NYS 
competition on May 24th & 25th. Lewis reported starting to scout for a new park location for 
2024.  

e. Fish Stocking 2023: Was held on May 11th, approximately 16 orders were placed.   
f. Part C requirements: Lewis reports that the district needs to have board members attend 

outside meetings to complete performance measures. 
g. Storage Building:  Still waiting for bids. 

 
6. New Business: 

a. Technician Computer Purchase: Lewis requested approval to purchase a new technician 
computer, not to exceed $1,500. Motion to approve made by Bartow, seconded by Veitch, 
was carried unanimously. 

b. Office Painting:  Lewis reports that the office needs painting and repairs to the walls, Smith 
volunteered to bring it up at his next county board meeting.  

c. Bank Meeting: Lewis reported that he and Bemis met with BSNB representatives to update 
the security of the accounts and renegotiate the interest rate of the money market account.  

d. 4-hour Class: Lewis reported there is an Erosion, Sediment Control and Stormwater 
Training being held on May 31st in the conference room that he is teaching.  
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7. Other Business:  

a. Tire Recycling: Tire recycling collection is scheduled for October 3rd and flyers are being 
distributed for pre-registration. 

b. District Law Training: Fickbohm will return next month for the training. 
c. Picnic Meeting:  A plan to organize a meeting/picnic will be organized for either July or 

August.  
8. Correspondence:  

a. NYACD: updates on preparations for the Fall Annual Meeting. 
9. Next Meeting Date and Adjournment: The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 21, 2023, 

at 3:00pm. Meeting adjourned by Chairman at 4:09pm. Motion to adjourn by Bartow, seconded by 
Garlanda, carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted:             
                                            Kaitlyn Bemis, Secretary         Steve Ropitzky – Chairman 
 
ATTACHMENT A: 
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ATTACHMENT B: 
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ATTACHMENT B (continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


